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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To enable the amount of an ink sheet unused or the amount of the 
ink sheet already used to be displayed, by storing data on the amount of an ink 
sheet unused or the amount of the ink sheet used in a nonvolatile RAM in a 
cassette even upon replacement by an ink sheet cassette used to an intermediate 
part of the ink sheet or upon the replacement by a new cassette in the 
condition where a power source is switched OFF. 

CONSTITUTION: MKCNT is read from a nonvolatile RAM 13, and when the value 
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of 

MKCNT/3 is less than 1 , it is judged that the residual amount of an ink sheet 
is zero, and 0 is displayed on a display means 12 to inhibit printing, whereas 
when the value is not less than 1, it is displayed on the display device 12. 
Then, KNPLG is read, and when MKFLG is T, it is checked whether one of color 
identification marks 32y, 32m and 32c is preset at a detecting position of a 
color identification mark-detecting element 11. When no color identification 
mark is present, the remainder of MKCNT/3 is checked. When the color 
identification mark is present, feeding of the ink sheet 4 is started by an ink 
sheet-feeding means 1 0, and the feeding is continued until the element 1 1 
ceases to detect the mark, whereby protrusion of the leading ends of each of 
ink-coated parts 3 ly, 31m, 31c is finished. 
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